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F ro m  h u m b l e  b e g i n n i n g s … .

Milford Tennis Club’s origins date back to a first 
official meeting on 9 June 1927. Sponsored by the 
Milford Ratepayers Assoc., it was originally known 
as the Kitchener Park Tennis Club, becoming the 
Milford Tennis Club some 10 years later.
Early meetings were held at the Milford 
Picturedrome. Early subscriptions were 21 shillings for 
ladies and 25 shillings for gents!

In 2016, Milford became the largest tennis club in terms of membership in NZ. With just 6 courts, it is by far 
the busiest club in terms of members per court. With some 520 members (as at 31 March 2018), it is a family-
focussed club, with over half of the membership being juniors.

The club has a junior membership coaching programme whereby all juniors receive complimentary group 
coaching sessions as part of their membership. The Head Coach, Shelley (see below) contracts a group 
of young assistant coaches, most of whom have come through her coaching programme as juniors 
themselves, to support the demands of the club. Individual and group (senior and junior) coaching sessions 
as well as holiday programmes are offered to our members and the local community.

…..To NZ’s biggest tennis club
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F i n a n c i a l s 

Our club is supported by a part-time administrator, who ably assists a committee of successful business men 
and women, each with a diverse range of business skills and acumen. It is a well-managed club with sound 
finances and excellent reporting systems. The Committee has developed long term plans for maintenance 
and development.

A snapshot of our results 2014 - 2018 shows a healthy cash surplus, with growth in both membership and 
“other” income streams.

The chart below shows how membership has grown since Shelley joined the club.
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A legacy of great tennis players

Gaye Williams 

No-one exemplifies the spirit of Milford 
better than Gaye. Still playing tennis 
competitively, she joined as a junior 
aged 11 and has been a member for 
some 66 years. And before her tennis 
days, she attended ballet classes in the 
club pavilion! 

Judy Tinnock

Judy joined Milford over 60 years ago. In 1954, with her NZ 
tennis partner Mark Ottway, she reached the semifinals of the 
Wimbledon mixed doubles, playing on Centre Court at the All 
England TC. 
She coached at Milford for many years and played regularly until 
very recently.

Our resident coach since 2005, Shelley Bryce (nee Stephens) is a 
major asset and one of the best coaches in the country. She was 
New Zealand’s Number 1 player and a professional tennis player 
for 10 years. Shelley had a career high international ranking of 
246 in singles and 132 in doubles, winning several WPTA titles.
She is totally committed to Milford, living within the village; her 
young family attends Milford School (with whom she has a close 
working relationship) and Rosmini College. 

This link to schools and other young families enhances the ability 
of the club to reach a wider audience and grow community 
participation.

Shelley
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The Marsden Family 

Alastair Marsden first became Milford Men’s Singles Champion in 
1977. He has been a member ever since and regained the title in 
2016! Some of his strongest competition now comes in the shape of 
his 3 children, whose names are also beginning to appear regularly 
on the Senior Honours Board.

Simon is one of NZ’s most successful tennis players. He 
reached a career high junior world ranking of 25, he 
represented NZ in 4 Davis Cup ties and, prior to joining 
Tennis NZ, he spent 9 years with Tennis Australia, coaching 
the likes of Sam Stosur and Nick Kyrios. 
“I took up tennis at Milford at around 8 years of age. The 
whole reason for playing was a Gentleman who was an 
incredible servant of the club, Joseph O’Rourke (his son 
Patrick was then GM of Tennis NZ) who introduced me to 
the game, fostered a genuine and life-long love of our 
sport and he and I spent hundreds of hours on Court 3 
early in the morning before school. He was an incredible 
leader, mentor, coach and person and is single-handedly 
responsible for my journey in tennis to this point. 

Chelsea Cup

Milford has been an enthusiastic contributor 
to Chelsea Cup, Tennis Northern Region’s 
elite premier tennis interclub competition, 
since winning both the men’s and the 
women’s competitions in the inaugural 
year.

This provides a pathway for our elite juniors 
and the opportunity for our members to 
watch national and international level 
players from all over New Zealand.

It was purely a chance encounter really as Dad and I were walking the dog and happened to bump into 
Joe. He literally changed the course of my life as well as being an incredible servant to the club for a long, 
long period of time.”
Patrick and his wife Linda are still members of Milford. Patrick is an international Tournament administrator 
and referee.

Photo of winning women in 2018; from left: Elysse Tse, Sadheera Weerapperuma, Briar Preston, Deshma Weerapperuma, 
Kalais Going
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O l d  C l u b h o u s e

The first clubhouse pavilion was built in 1930, as a working bee. 

The lovely pohutukawas planted in the reserve adjacent to the Top Courts were donated and planted by 
members in 1933 and a new club entrance was created. 

The clubhouse has served us well for almost 90 years, but there are serious concerns as to its structural in-
tegrity. There are no supporting foundations to the piles, there is no reinforcing with the masonry walls and 
the south west corner of the building is subsiding. To quote the structural engineer, the building “would have 
less than 5% of the current code required for bracing strength and would be earmarked for demolition if in 
Christchurch”. 

We must have a clubhouse which is safe and compliant with current building and earthquake codes. We 
had hoped to repair the clubhouse by building an internal steel frame that would carry the load of the en-
tire roof structure. However, this proposal would still not give us an earthquake safe building. We have come 
to the conclusion that the best and most cost-effective solution is to demolish and rebuild. 

6

1



N e w  C l u b h o u s e
“A new site; a new exciting opportunity…….”

The 3 Lower Courts were added after the 
clubhouse pavilion had been built and there 
has always been a disconnect between 
the Upper and Lower courts. Indeed many 
visitors to the club are unaware that we 
have 3 lower courts! Previous plans to 
relocate the clubhouse have always been 
put aside reluctantly, on cost grounds.

With demolition and rebuild now our only option, we have the opportunity to build on the land between our 
top and bottom courts. The advantages are many:

• The wonderful position overlooking Lake 
Pupuke

• Viewing of tennis on all 6 courts.
• Parents can supervise their juniors on all 6 

courts from the clubhouse.
• The land on which our current clubhouse is 

situated will revert to bush, making way for 
a much improved and safe walkway from 
Dodson Ave to Pierce Rd - a pathway used 
by many parents and toddlers to access the 
Kindergarten and by many severely disabled 
adults who attend the New Dawn Partnership 
on Pierce Rd.

• The clubhouse will face North – so a warmer, 
more welcoming environment during the day. 

The Devonport-Takapuna Local Board has enthusiastically embraced our proposal. The Local Board plan 
highlights the lack of community facilities in Milford and the Board is therefore keen to work in partnership 
with us. A new 30 year lease encompassing the new site has been agreed.

• The proposed new court/clubhouse layout will be neater and more compact than the current 
arrangement. 

• Easier access to the clubhouse, with it’s entrance on Dodson Ave.
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A  f a n t a s t i c  n e w  d e s i g n
Warren Payne and his team of architects at Ashton Mitchell have designed a wonderful new clubhouse - 
contemporary, functional and in harmony with the beautiful setting. Their initial 2 storey design was beyond 
our budget, so Warren has scaled back the plans to create a one storey clubhouse, with the option of a 
basement in the future, if and when funds allow.

A team effort - with enthusiastic support from our 
members and the local community

We estimate that over 1000 volunteer hours have already 
been contributed by the committee to this project. Warren is 
providing his time at no cost, as is Stephen Havill, Planner of SFH 
Consultants Ltd - their pro-bono work has saved the club over 
$25,000.

Our “End of an Era” fundraising has raised almost $100,000 
through a mixture of social events (Dinner dances, Quiz Nights, 
Movie Nights, Junior discos), a GiveaLittle Campaign, 5 year 
membership deals and a 10% building levy. 

Grant funding has been pledged as follows

• $200,000 Auckland Council A
• $70,000 Foundation North
• $20,000 Youthtown      

Bond Offer -  7 August 2018, we launch an offer of fixed-rate, 
unsubordinated, unsecured interest-bearing bonds to a maximum of 20 
members in order to raise NZ$300,000 (or with oversubscriptions, up to 
$400,000). The intention being to repay the bonds progressively over 10 years.
A Recognition Board will take pride of place on the exterior Western wall of 
the clubhouse, facing Dodson Ave. This will be similar to the Board at Westend 
TC.

The club (MTC) has already spent $150,000 from its own resources on 
professional reports, engineering and fees. From retained profits and “End of 
an Era” fundraising, we have a further $200,000 to put towards the project. 
With the grant funding pledged and the Bond Offer, we have the confidence 
to put the contract to tender August 2018 and hope to start to build late 
2018/early 2019.
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A  C o m m u n i t y  F a c i l i t y  - 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  u s e  b y  o t h e r  c o m m u n i t y  g ro u p s

To the right of the open plan kitchen will be an area which can be partitioned off and made available for 
hire by community groups.  Tenants will have exclusive use of this area and shared access to the kitchen 
and the bathrooms. 

It is difficult to obtain firm interest from other groups to rent a space which has not yet been built. We are, 
however, very confident that demand will come when the facility is available. There is a perceived lack of 
recreational and community facilities in Milford and we are aware this is a Local Board priority.

Nevertheless, we already have firm interest from:

• Milford Residents Association (MRA) – for their regular meeting
MRA has confirmed it would be keen to use our Community room for their monthly meetings.
• Alliance Francaise (AF) – French classes and cultural events
AF hopes to run French evening classes for up to 20 adults per evening, 5 evenings per week. AF has an in-
creasing number of students in Takapuna and is having difficulty finding suitable premises. AF would also be 
interested in holding cultural events from time to time.
• Plunket – for a toy library. 
Plunket has expressed an interest in establishing a Toy Library (there is only 1 toy library on the Shore) and 
parenting groups in the clubhouse. This would require storage in addition to the room hire, which could be 
accommodated under the building.  
• New Dawn Partnership (NDP) - already use our courts.
NDP, based at 18 Pierce Rd Milford “provides day programmes where people with severe intellectual and 
physical disabilities over the age of 21 can participate, learn, be challenged and empowered in a safe, 
pleasant, stimulating environment and in the community”.
NDP is situated adjacent to Milford Kindergarten, only a few hundred metres from our club. The NDP clients 
and their carers often walk from Pierce to Dodson and stop to watch the tennis action on our courts. Our 
hitting wall and courts are currently used on a casual basis by NDP for various ball sports. We do not charge 
NDP. 

Disabled access to a new clubhouse with disabled bathroom facilities would enable more of the NDP adults 
to benefit from our facilities. 

• North Shore Orchid Society (NSOS)
NSOS has used our current clubroom in the past 
and would be interested in a more permanent 
arrangement when we have suitable premises.

We are confident that demand will increase, once 
the building takes shape.
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2018 is a watershed year for Milford TC. On several occasions in our long history, various committees have 
explored the possibility of building a new clubhouse on the land between the Top and Bottom courts. At 
present, there is a disconnect between the bottom courts and the clubhouse. Spectators cannot watch 
tennis on the bottom courts from the clubhouse. Parents cannot supervise their children on the bottom 
courts from the clubhouse.

Faced with an existing clubhouse which is earthquake prone, we now have a real opportunity to realise 
what has been a dream of the Club for many decades. We have a stunning design for what will be a 
wonderful facility for our members and the wider Milford community to enjoy for generations to come.

Tenders will be issued in August and the building contract awarded in September. We hope that site 
clearance might start late 2018 and the new clubhouse start to take shape in the New Year.
Exciting times!
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